




Every now and then I will hear from someone who has read one of my articles, but I want to share a phone call and a conversation that I had with a couple of people recently.  First and foremost, I enjoy writing, but I am not a good judge of my writing skills. I have been told that I have a lot to share in regards to employment and attitudes, which thus far has been the focus of my writing.  However,  what I am going to say shouldn’t be mistaken for bragging or boastfulness. When I have my thoughts on paper I have the article proof read by my wife and daughter and they usually make some suggestions. I also have a friend that reads my work before I submit it to the newspaper, her name is René, an employee of The Employment Connection, Inc.  René proof read my last article and made a couple of suggestions.  She also was very complimentary and said she really liked what I had to say about PMA, Positive Mental Attitude.  I am not sure of her exact words, but I think she said it motivated her.  Then a few days ago, I received a voice mail from a lady who said she wanted to thank me for writing the article about PMA because she said ‘it up lifted her.” 

So why am I telling you this?  This will be my ninth article in this paper and I have had one of my articles published in another paper as well. I want to be quite honest with you that I have had thoughts that they were not being read or that they were not making a difference even though I do get feed back every now and then. I have been considering not writing the articles any longer, however I am very motivated by the feedback and as long as I have a paper or papers that will publish them, I will continue because I do believe that the best is yet to come.
In previous articles I have written about my two former employers of 36 years, General Motors Corporation and Rolls Royce.  All of the years that I worked for those two companies I always felt the best was yet to come. I always strived to maintain a Positive Mental Attitude and it worked because over the years I was promoted several times, which would have been impossible if I had a NMA. When I left Rolls Royce in 1998 I was a Business Unit Manager of the Turbine Blade business. As I stated before, I always kept a PMA and the belief that the best was yet to come but when I retired my belief even grew stronger.  I think that Lord afforded me that wonderful career just to get me ready for where I am today. Everyday I get to help people with employment, work with a wonderful staff, work right beside my daughter, who is my business partner, be a good husband and grandfather and last but definitely not least, work for Indiana Wesleyan University as an Affiliate Faculty.  I must say that I am so blessed and I do believe that the best is yet to come.  
Several years ago I was working with a young guy named Ray who seemed to always be down in the dumps, you know a NMA. I was always trying to get him to see the brighter side of things. When I would see him, he was always so negative but one evening he called me on the phone and he said this is Ray and I said “how are you Ray?” I distinctly remember him saying, “I’m making it”; with that I hung up the phone and he immediately called me back.  Ray said, “John I think we got disconnected” and I said yes we did and I again, asked him how he was.  Ray upgraded it a bit to I’m okay.  Again we got disconnected and again, he called back and he said I am real good and getting better, and John please don’t hang up on me again. I lost track of Ray after he went into the military, but it must have been six or seven years later when I thought I saw him at the Milky Way in Lebanon, Indiana.  I went over to speak to him and ask him how he was and he gave me a hug and said, “life was great and getting better.” He introduced me to his wife and young child and I in turn introduced my wife to his wife and child.  Ray told his wife of that night we got disconnected and told her how my personal persistence caused him to look at life in a more positive way. These days I don’t hang up on people for any reason, but I am glad I did it to Ray.  

Let’s all keep it going since we are on a roll and you too will believe the best is yet to come. 
Please send your comments or feedback to jhockett@spitfire.net or visit our website at 

www:theemploymentconnectioninc.com.  
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